


The membership committee is pleased with the goals it reached in 2008. Our membership dues structure was
simplified and took a slight increase, but we remain very competitive in our fees compared to other chambers in
our state. The Member to Member Benefit program was initiated, and is included in the membership packets
mailed when the 2009 dues are received. This program is available to Chamber members and their full time,
year round employees. Any businesses that want to offer a discount to Chamber members, please call Marji at
the chamber office. View the list of current discounts at www.yourplaceinvermont.com ABOUT US page, 2009
M2M Benefit Program. The membership packet will include information that our members will find very useful —
a copy of the bylaws, the Mission statement, Member Benefit card, member benefits, and chamber window
clings showing your current membership in the OVRCC. We are pleased to see the renewed interest in the
chamber, increasing membership, and continuing support for our programs. It has been a pleasure to serve on
your Board of Directors, the Branding committee, and most recently, chairing the Membership committee. | wish
continued success for this Chamber! Lisa Brandmeyer

During 2008, the marketing sub-committee was tasked with implementing a new marketing approach for
the chamber of commerce. We had to take the marketing concepts and basic tools provided from Phase I
of the branding study and apply them to our marketing efforts. The Number One priority was the
redevelopment of the OVRCC website. We we’re very pleased to launch the new website on October 1,
2008. Since that time there have 114,442 page views (thru Nov 29). The Top Ten pages viewed were:
Event Planning, The Calendar of Events, Member Directory, the home page, Services, Shopping — Arts,
Crafts and Antiques, Lodging — Country Inns, Casual Dining, Weddings and Shopping — Country Stores.
The average session time is over 14 minutes. 21,697 visitors have come to the new website. If you have
not had time to visit the new website, please stop by soon. It looks great! www.yourplaceinvermont.com

The sub-committee has worked closely with Mariji to create the new trade show displays, decals, develop
the 2-page ad in the Summer 2009 Vermont Vacation Guide and focusing our efforts in the New England
marketplace. The chamber attended the 4-day Boston Snowsports Expo on November 20-24, 2008.
Mariji, Sandy and the lodging members who took part handed out over 1,000 Okemo Valley Winter Guides!

As 2009 approaches, the marketing sub-committee will grow in size and welcome four new members:
Annie Fuji’'i from the Village Green Gallery in Weston, Julie Pierce from the Inn Victoria in Chester, Laura
Tuttle of Okemo Shopping Services in Ludlow and Tesha Buss of Good Commons in Plymouth. The
expanded committee will continue its focus on growing the marketing efforts for members and growing
awareness and business to the Okemo Valley region. Rob Hodgkins



KEMG
N

VALLEY

Your pézwe i Vermont™

Monthly Chamber Mixers

Join us for the Business After
Hours Mixer on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month.

This event provides the
opportunity for sharing
business ideas, networking,
showcasing your product, and
developing a strong
community connection. Food
is provided and it is also a
rare opportunity for
hardworking business people
to relax. We re-instituted a
50/50 raffle as well as door
prizes. You must be present
to win. Contact our office if
you want to donate door
prizes or to host a mixer.

December 3, 2008

5:15p-7p — Chester

TD Banknorth Christmas

Party

December 10, 2008

5-7pm Annual Meeting
Hawk Mountain Inn &

Resort — Plymouth
5-6p Social Hour

6-7p Annual Meeting

In Touch
Therapeutic
Massage — Ludlow

Cape Consulting
LLC - Ludiow

Lilly Hill Properties,
LLC - Ludiow

The Richards Group
— Bellows Falls

Ludlow Rotary —
Ludlow

Chester Rotary —
Chester

Ludliow
Streetscapes —
Ludliow

Allen Pools & Spa -
Rutland

January 14, 2009
5:30p-7pm

Newsbank Conference

Center — Chester

Please call the Chamber

office to host a mixer.

President Calvin
Coolidge State
Historic Site -
Plymouth

Okemo Valley Regional
Chamber of Commerce

Executive Director

Marji Graf
mgraf@yourplaceinvermont.co
m

Staff

Sandy Gregg, Office Manager
sgregg@yourplaceinvermont.c
om

Board of Directors

Jim Kubec, President
The Governors Inn

Lynne Reed, Vice President
Misty Valley Books

Bill Dakin, Treasurer
Dakin & Benelli

Terri Fuller, Secretary
Coldwell Banker
Watson Realty

John McAveeney
Sunshine Acres Garden

Board Members

Linda Aldrich
Inn at Weston

Lisa Brandmeyer
Brandmeyer’s Lodge

Peter Gregg
The Golden Stage Inn

Rob Hodgkins
Okemo Mountain Resort

Jennifer James
Berkshire Bank

David Norton
Cavendish Canine Camps

Ken Saccoardo
Spring River Enterprises

Jack Smart
Gigg’s Antiques

Barb Westine

NewsBank

YourChamber at work for
you!




P O Box 333
Ludlow, VT 05149

PHONE:
(802) 228-5830

FAX:
(802) 228-7642

E-MAIL:
mgraf@yourplaceinvermont.com
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Your place in Vermont

We’'re on the Web!

See us at:
www.YourPlacelnVermont.com

OVRCC
P O BOX 333
LUDLOW, VT
05149

FUND RAISER - 12/3 —
THE WELLNESS
CENTER in Ludlow is
offering reduced Polarity
Therapy sessions for new
clients $25 for an hour
session with all proceeds
going to The Vermont
Food Bank and Doctors
Without Borders.

RIVERSIDE PET CARE is
hosting a holiday food
drive. Any item donated
entitles you to a ticket to
be entered in a drawing
for a prize. Pet food as
well as people food is
being accepted. Goods
will be distributed locally.
Donations may be
dropped off at our clinic.

Message from our Executive Director

Please RSVP for the
Annual Meeting by 12/5
and fax in your ballots.

If you would like, we will
do your enhanced listing
for you. Just supply the
50 word text, 2 pictures

and your logo..

About Our Organization...

Our Chamber provides
member benefits to our
members: Health
Insurance provided by
Cigna, Dental Insurance
provided by Delta Dental,
free listing on our

Bring us your rack cards
and keep us informed so
we can coordinate all the
activities in the Okemo
Valley and market them
under one unified brand.

You will get out the
Chamber what you put
into it.

websites, listing in our
regional guidebook, free
placement of your
business brochures in our
welcome centers,
business after hours
monthly mixers, member

SUMMIT SOAPWORKS
fundraiser 12/13 from 10-
5p for the Stepping
Stones Pre-school. 25%
of all sales will be donated
to the school.

Please see attachment for
more Member news.

continued from page 1

Join us and let people get
to know you at our
monthly mixers.

Volunteer to be on a
committee.

Help us to help you make
a difference!

to member discounts at area
businesses, and referrals.
Our membership committee
is hard at work enhancing
these benefits. Please feel
free to contact the Chamber
for more details 228-5830.



