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Greetings to all Okemo 
Valley Regional Chamber of 
Commerce Members: 
 
I’m very excited to be your 
new executive director.  I 
have had an extremely busy 
first month.  I have enjoyed 
meeting 89 of you so far, 
visiting your businesses and 
learning how best our 
Chamber can work for you. 
Wonderful plans are 
underway.  I have been 
meeting with the Marketing 
Committee regarding our 

Message from your Executive Director 
 

Marketing Committee Highlights… 
 Over the past nine months 
we’ve been working 
towards the redesign and 
development of a new 
Okemo Valley website.  
We signed a development 
agreement in June with 
SilverTech, Inc. of 
Manchester, NH.  Our first 
conference call with our 
tech team was on June 
27th and we’ve signed-off 
on the sitemap (menus 
and important call-out 
features) and wireframe 
(basic layout) as of July 
21.  Our goal is to have 
the new Okemo Valley 
website completed and 
launched by mid-October. 
 
 
 

new website and upcoming 
opportunities we might be 
able to take advantage of. I 
have been working with our 
membership committee to 
put together a new member 
kit, member window cling 
and added value to your 
membership like our ongoing 
Member to Member Discount 
Program. (attached) 
We have 6 x 6 spaces still 
available on our Visitor 
Information Booth.  Only 7 
ads remain in the 2009 
Vermont Vacation Guide 

inside covers.  We will be in 
attendance at the Big E in 
September representing our 
Okemo Valley.  In October 
we will launch our new 
website and brand.  
November brings our Boston 
ski show along with our 
November/December Shop 
the Okemo Valley Event.  
More information regarding 
how you can leverage these 
opportunities is available by 
calling the Chamber office. 
Continued on last page…. 
 
 
 
Continued on last page 

The marketing plan 
continues to take shape 
and we have a number of 
initiatives that have come 
out of our planning.  We’ll 
be getting the word out 
regarding a co-op ad and 
an Okemo Valley brand 
ad in the Vermont 
Vacation Guide – Summer 
2009 edition, a new 
Information board 
campaign, attending the 
Boston Ski Show in 
November and developing 
more down country 
advertisements for our 
print marketing efforts. 
 
The marketing sub-
committee first met in 
February 2008 and I 

would like to thank the 
following volunteers for 
their help and effort over 
the past six months:  Jane 
Sandleman (had to retire 
from the committee in 
April) of the Inn at 
Weathersfield 
(Weathersfield), Ken 
Saccardo of Spring River 
Enterprises (Ludlow), Jack 
Smart of Giggs Antiques 
(Cavendish). 
 
The committee is looking 
for at least 2 more people 
to help with marketing 
efforts, please contact 
Marji at the chamber office 
if interested. 
 
 



 

 

   
   

    
    
 
 
 
 
 
    

  

  

 In June, the 
membership 
committee presented 
a new dues structure 
to the executive 
board for approval.  
The re-structure of 
dues gave the 
chamber an increase 
in funds for marketing 
and simplified the fee 
structure. We have 
also included a 
category in our 
membership for non-
profit as well as for 
organizations and 
“Friends of the 
Chamber” that will 
expand our 

Membership Committee Highlights 
 

August 13   9 am 

First Education series 
breakfast @ The Pointe 

By Northern Benefits 

Learn about Chamber 
Insurance vs. other 
insurance and what is 
Catamount??? 

August 16 & 17 -9a-4p 
Ludlow 

Vermont State Zucchini 
Festival 

August 20  5 – 7 Chamber 
mixer W.A.A.W.W.E.  
Gassetts 

August  30 2pm – 7:30p 

Chester Old Home Days 

 

UpComing Events… 
 

membership from the 
large companies with 
over 100 employees 
to the single 
individual who would 
like to volunteer for 
events and 
fundraising activities. 
 We are in the 
process of 
implementing a 
Member to Member 
Discount program. 26 
members have 
already signed on to 
offer discounts on 
their products or 
services. Attached is 
an ongoing list of the 
businesses offering 

discounts, and the 
chamber strongly 
urges you to support 
your fellow members. 
  We have had a 
number of new 
businesses join the 
chamber in recent 
months, and we look 
forward to working 
together with all our 
members to create a 
strong, well-marketed 
chamber that will 
benefit us all. 
 

September 10th – Ludlow  

OVRCC Golf Tournament 

 

September 17th – Chester 

Chamber mixer 5-7p 

Stone Hearth Inn 

 

September 20-21 –10a-4pm 
Chester 

34th Annual Chester Fall 
Craft Fair 10-4p Village 
Green 

 

September 27-28 Big E 

Representing OVRCC and 
your brochures! 

 

 

You can purchase this ad 
space for   $50.00 
 
 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Monthly Chamber Mixers 

Join us for the Business After 
Hours Mixer on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month. 
 
This event provides the 
opportunity for sharing 
business ideas, networking, 
showcasing your product, and 
developing a strong 
community connection. Food 
is provided and it is also a 
rare opportunity for 
hardworking business people 
to relax.  We re-instituted a 
50/50 raffle as well as door 
prizes.  You must be present 
to win.  Contact our office if 
you want to donate door 
prizes. 

 

 

Chamber Mixers 
 

The Book Nook - 
Ludlow 
 
Phenix Title 
Services – 
Springfield 
 
Paula Pollender at 
the Village Clipper - 
Proctorsville 
 

Welcome New Members 

August 20, 2008, 5-7 pm 

W.A.A.W.W.E 
Family Farms Market 
Located at the corner of 
Routes 103 & 10 in Gassetts, 
Vermont.  
 
Locally grown and produced 
food. Visit the barn, check out 
what Vermont Fresh really 
means, right here in our own 
backyard! 

September 17, 2008 5-7pm 

Stone Hearth Inn, Route 11, 
Chester.   

Stay afterwards and dine at 
member discount! 

 

 

October 15, 2008 

Hawk Inn 

 

 

November 19, 2008 

Okemo 

 

 

Martha’s Folk Art - 
Londonderry 
 
Big Eyes Bakery – 
Mt. Holly 
 

CHAPTER XIV  - Ludlow 
Boutique & Bookstore 
*Eclectic women’s clothes and     
accessories 
*Full spectrum from casual to 
elegant. Cater to plus sizes 
*Shoe Dept 
*Books, puzzles, toys, webkinz 
*Cards, gifts for special occasions 

Okemo Valley Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 
 
Executive Director 
Marji Graf 
 
Staff 
Sandy Gregg, Office Manager 
Info.ovrcc@tds.net 
 
Board of Directors 
 
Jim Kubec, President 
The Governors Inn 
 
Lynne Reed, Vice President 
Misty Valley Books 
 
Bill Dakin, Treasurer 
Dakin & Benelli 
 
Terri Fuller, Secretary 
Coldwell Banker Watson 
Realty 
 
Board Members 
 
Linda Aldrich 
   Inn at Weston 
 
Lisa Brandmeyer 
     Brandmeyer’s Lodge 
 
Peter Gregg 
     The Golden Stage Inn 
 
Rob Hodgkins 
     Okemo Mountain Resort 
 
Jennifer James 
     Berkshire Bank 
 
John McAveeney 
     Sunshine Acres Garden   
 
David Norton 
     Cavendish Canine Camps 
 
Ken Saccoardo 
     Spring River Enterprises 
 
Jack Smart 
     Gigg’s Antiques 
 
  Barb Westine 
      NewsBank 
 
 
 YourChamber at work for 
you! 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

News from our Members: 
 

LOCAL FOLK ARTIST CAPTURES SHELBURNE MUSEUM 
 

SHELBURNE, Vermont (July 24, 2008) Londonderry folk artist Martha Stevenson’s fanciful 
painting of Shelburne Museum is now available as a print at the museum’s store.  
The longtime Londonderry artist selected several of the museum’s iconic structures including the 
1901 Round Barn, the 220-foot steamboat Ticonderoga and the stately Electra Havemeyer 
Webb building.   Stevenson captures the essence of the museum, which houses one of the 
finest collections of American folk art in the world. 
 
Signed prints and cards are available at the Shelburne Museum Store. Stevenson has painted 
several Vermont landmarks including Hildene in Manchester and the village of Newfane, among 
others.  
 
For more information contact the Shelburne Museum Store at 802-985-3346 or Martha 
Stevenson at Martha@marthasfolkart.com 
Her web site is www.marthasfolkart.com 
 
 

 

Dear Chester Businesses, 
We are a month away from the Chester Fireworks, which will be held on Saturday August 30 at McKenzie 
Field behind  the Bryant Credit Union. As always we need your help. This is a community effort and 
requires everyone's help . Please mail or bring your contribution to TDBankNorth . Check's can be made 
out simply to Chester Fireworks.  
This year we are launching the first Chester Old Home Days from  2pm - 7:30.  If you or anyone you 
know would like to set up a booth promoting your business, crafts,  or music, please contact Pat Budnick 
875 2626,  cell- 376 6643, or Marie Wade 875-2763. 
The T shirt will be ready within a week If you donated last year your name is included on them.    
PLEASE HELP!!! 
Pat Budnick 

Congratulations to Pat Budnick for raising $3,000 for Race for the Cure.  She was the recipient of “Many 
Hands Make A Difference” award.  Way to go, Pat!!! 

************************************************************************************* 
 
 The Stable’s at Hawk Inn and Mountain Resort have offered $43 per person trail ride discount 
 coupons at the Chamber office for your guests.  Please call to reserve (802) 672-6006 or 672- 
 3811.  Located on scenic Route 100 North, just 6 miles from the Junction of 103 & 100 in 
 Ludlow. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I hope you enjoy our 
mixers with our 50/50 
raffle as well as the 
wonderful door prizes we 
have coming in.  Looking 
forward to seeing you on 
August 20th at 
W.A.A.W.W.E mixer. 
 
 

Join the Duke of Zuke and 
enjoy some old-fashioned 
family fun. Arts & Crafts 
Show, Book Sale, Duck 
Race, Mr. & Mrs. Zuke-
Head Contest, Largest 
Zuke contest, Bake Sale, 
Kids amusement rides, 
live music and cotton 
candy! Zukapult Contest 
(Yep, build a contraption & 
see how far you can hurl 

2008 Vermont State Zucchini Festival… 
 

Message from our Executive Director                 Continued from page 1 

Our Chamber provides 
member benefits to our 
members:  Health 
Insurance provided by 
Cigna, Dental Insurance 
provided by Delta Dental, 
free listing on our 

About Our Organization… 

OVRCC 

P O Box 333 
Ludlow, VT  05149 

 
PHONE: 

(802)228-5830 
 

FAX: 
(802)228-7642 

 
E-MAIL: 

Info.ovrcc@tds.net 
 
 
 
 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.YourPlaceInVermont.com 

OVRCC 
P O BOX 333 
LUDLOW, VT 

05149 

 

  

www.YourPlaceInVermont
.com 

 
For More Information: 
802-228-5830 
 
 

that pre-weighed zuke and 
thrill at the splat-factor! 
Hokey? You bet! Fun? 
You betcha!! 

 

Dates: August 16 - 17 
Time: 9:00 - 4:00 
Location: Ludlow 
Vermont 
Admission: FREE 
Web site: 

Please email us with any 
updated contact 
information and/or web 
changes.   
 

websites, listing in our 
regional guidebook, free 
placement of your 
business brochures in our 
welcome center, business 
after hours, Chamber 
events, member to 

member discounts  at area 
businesses, and referrals.  
Our membership committee 
is hard at work enhancing 
these benefits.  Please feel 
free to contact Lisa 
Brandmeyer for more details 
at 802-824-5851 

 


